AFRICA

COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION
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Parliament Building,

P. O. Box 941, Dodoma, Tanzania
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Ref. No. CPA/A/G/03A/149 24t August, 2026

TO: ALL BRANCH SECRETARIES
CPA AFRICA REGION.

RE: THE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE 55 COMMONWEALTH
PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION (CPA) AFRICA
REGION ANNUAL CONFERENCE

| am pleased to forward the attached Resolutions adopted by the 55th
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) Africa Region Annual
Conference, held at the Bingu International Convention Centre (BICC),
Lilongwe, Republic of Malawi, from 9th to 16th August 2026, under the theme:
“Renewing the Social Contract: Parliaments as Catalysts for Inclusive Growth
and Citizen Trust.”

You are therefore, requested to bring the Resolution to the attention of
your speaker and other Stakeholders within Parliament for their attention and
necessary action.

The Regional Secretariat would appreciate to be kept informed of any
measures undertaken by your Branch in implementation of the Resolutions.

Accept, Dear Colleagues, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Baraka |. Leqnard
REGIONAL SECRETARY
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RESOLUTION OF THE 55TH COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION(CPA)
AFRICA REGION ANNUAL CONFERENCE, HELD AT THE BINGU INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION CENTRE (BICC), LILONGWE, REPUBLIC OF MALAWI,

FROM 9™ TO 16™ AUGUST, 2026

The 55t Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) Africa Region Annual
Regional Conference, held in Lilongwe, Republic of Malawi, from 9th to 1éth
August 2026, under the theme “Renewing the Social Contract: Parliaments as
Catalysts for Inclusive Growth and Citizen Trust";

COMMENDING the Parliament of Malawi, the Government and the people of the
Republic of Malawi for successfully hosting the 55h Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association (CPA) Africa Region Annual Conference.

RECALLING the principles and values enshrined in the Commonwealth Charter
(2013), particularly democracy, human rights, good governance, tolerance,
sustainable development, gender equality and the rule of law:

GUIDED BY the Constitutive Act of the African Union and Agenda 2063: The Africa
We Want, which envisage a prosperous, integrated, peaceful and people-
centred Africa;

REAFFIRMING the commitments contained in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goals
4 (Quality Education), 5 (Gender Equality), 8 (Decent Work and Economic
Growth), 10 (Reduced Inequalities), 13 (Climate Action), 16 (Peace, Justice and
Strong Institutions), and 17 (Partnerships for the Goals);




RECOGNISING the significance of the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) as a strategic instrument for promoting regional integration, economic
fransformation, industrialisation and shared prosperity across the African
continent;

RECALLING the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), the Paris Agreement and Africa’s commitment to climate resilience,
environmental sustainability and sustainable development;

ACKNOWLEDGING the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, the
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of
Women in Africa (Maputo Protocol), the African Youth Charter and the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), which
collectively promote equality, inclusion and the protection of fundamental rights;

FURTHER RECALLING the African Union Convention on Cyber Security and Personal
Data Protection (Malabo Convention) and other relevant regional and
international instruments that promote cybersecurity, digital governance, data
protection and the responsible use of emerging technologies;

RECOGNISING FURTHER the central role of Parliaments in advancing democratic
governance, strengthening accountability and transparency, promoting public
participation, fostering inclusive development, and enhancing citizen trust in
democratic institutions;

CONCERNED by the persistent challenges facing the African continent, including
political and economic instability, climate change, unemployment and skills
gaps, gender inequality, exclusion of vulnerable groups, cybersecurity threats,
digital misinformation and barriers to regional frade and integration;

CONVINCED that strong, resilient, inclusive and accountable Parliaments are
indispensable to renewing the social contract between governments and citizens
and to advancing peace, prosperity and sustainable development across Africa;



NOW THEREFORE RESOLVES THAT:

On Navigating Disruption: Parliamentary Strategies for Resilience in an Era of
Political, Economic and Technological Turbulence.

1.

CALLS UPON African Parliaments to establish and maintain clear continuity-
of-Parliament mechanisms, including provisions for emergency sittings,
succession arrangements and alternative modes of parliamentary
operation during national crises and emergencies.

URGES African Parliaments to increase investment in the professional
development and capacity building of Clerks, Secretaries to Parliament
and parliamentary staff in recognition of their critical role in preserving
institutional memory and supporting parliamentary continuity and
effectiveness.

CALLS UPON African Parliaments to develop and implement legislative and
regulatory frameworks on data protection, artificial intelligence, digital
governance and platform accountability, while promoting responsible
innovation and technological advancement.

FURTHER ENCOURAGES Member Parliaments to strengthen the digital and
technological literacy of Members of Parlioment to enable effective
scrutiny of emerging technologies and informed participation in digital
governance.

On Parliamentary Oversight of Continental Trade Agreements: Making the
AFCFTA Work for African Citizens.

1.

CALLS UPON African Governments to submit regular reports fo their
respective Parliaments on the implementation of the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), detailing progress in the harmonisation of
domestic legislation, expansion of intra-African frade, investment
promotion, job creation, regional value-chain development, and the
removal of non-tariff barriers.

ENCOURAGES African Parliaments to establish and strengthen oversight
mechanisms to monitor customs administration, border infrastructure,
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certification procedures, rules of origin, product standards and non-tariff
barriers, with a view to promoting frade facilitation and ensuring the
seamless flow of goods and services across the African continent.

3. URGES African Governments to strengthen support for Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs), women-owned enterprises, youth entrepreneurs,
informal cross-border traders and other underserved groups by improving
access to finance, market information, technology, skills development and
export-readiness programmes, thereby enhancing their participation in
infra-African trade and the opportunities created by the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

4. CALLS UPON African Parliaments to engage regularly with the private
sector, labour organisations, consumer groups, research institutions, civil
society organisations and other stakeholders to ensure that parliamentary
oversight reflects the experiences and needs of those participating in
continental trade.

5. CALLS FOR African Governments to enhance physical and digital
infrastructure,  streamline  border procedures, improve transport
connectivity, and address visa and travel restrictions, with a view to
facilitating the safe, affordable, efficient and seamless movement of
people, goods and services across the African continent.

6. APPEALS to African Governments to ensure that the success of the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is measured by tangible
improvements in the lives and livelihoods of African citizens, including
increased infra-African trade, job creation, industrialisation, economic
diversification, poverty reduction and improved standards of living.

On Mainstreaming Climate Resilience into National Budgets and Development
Plans, with a Focus on the Polluter Pays Principle and Carbon Credit Markets

1. CALLS UPON African Governments to mainstream climate resilience into
national development plans, policies, public investment programmes and
budgeting processes in order to strengthen economic resilience,
sustainable development and disaster preparedness.



2. URGES African Governments to operationalise the Polluter Pays Principle
through the adoption and enforcement of environmental taxes, pollution
charges, rehabilitation bonds, extended producer responsibility schemes,
environmental liability provisions and other appropriate fiscal and
regulatory measures, with a view to strengthening environmental
accountability, promoting sustainable resource management and
supporting climate resilience initiatives.

3. CALLS UPON African Parliaments to establish clear, transparent and robust
regulatory frameworks for high-integrity carbon credit markets, supported
by strong Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) systems, fransparent
project approval processes, measures to prevent double-counting, and
effective mechanisms for accountability and public disclosure.

4. ENCOURAGES African Governments to utilise well-regulated carbon
markets to mobilise additional, non-debt climate finance, promote green
jobs and support climate-resilient initiatives in areas including forestry,
climate-smart agriculture, renewable energy and nature-based solutions.

5. FURTHER ENCOURAGES African Governments to accelerate investment in
cleaner and energy-efficient technologies, including liquefied gas and
energy-efficient cooking solutions, particularly for rural communities, while
promoting broader efforts towards decarbonisation.

6. RECOMMENDS that African Governments establish carbon market
frameworks that incorporate equitable, transparent and accountable
benefit-sharing mechanisms to ensure that local communities and
communal landowners directly and meaningfully benefit from revenues
generated through carbon projects, and that appropriate legal, regulatory
and institutional safeguards are put in place to prevent the exploitation of
communities, their land rights and natural resources.

On Building Inclusive Parliaments and Societies: Legislative and Oversight
Strategies for Advancing Gender Equity, Youth Participation, and the Rights of
Marginalized Communities

1. CALLS UPON African leaders and Parliaments to demonstrate greater
political commitment to advancing and safeguarding gender equality
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through legislative, policy and oversight measures, recognising that
inclusion is essential to democratic governance, sustainable development,
peace and social cohesion.

2. FURTHER CALLS UPON African Governments and Parliaments to consider the
adoption of gender quotas and other affirmative measures in political and
leadership positions, recognising that such interventions are essential to
achieving gender equality and the meaningful representation of women in
decision-making processes across Member States.

3. CALLS FOR African Parliaments to strengthen oversight of government
programmes and policies relating to gender equality, youth development,
disability inclusion, education, healthcare, employment and social
protection, with a view to ensuring measurable improvements in the lives of
citizens

4. APPEALS tfo African Governments to integrate gender-responsive
budgeting into national planning and budgeting frameworks, and to
promote the inclusion of persons with disabilities by ensuring equal access
to opportunities, public services and decision-making processes, supported
by effective advocacy, empowerment and capacity-building initiatives.

On Bridging the Skills Gap: Aligning Education with Labor Market Demands in
Africa

1. CALLS UPON African Governments and Parlioments to undertake
comprehensive reforms of education systems and curricula to ensure that
learning outcomes are aligned with current and emerging labour market
demands, technological advancements and natfional development
priorities.

2. CALLS UPON African Governments and Parliaments to strengthen and
adequately fund Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET)
institutions, including the modernisation of training facilities, equipment,
workshops and skills certification systems, in order to address shortages in
technical and vocational skills.



3. ENCOURAGES African Governments to promote Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) education and priorities investment
in fields critical to economic transformation, including engineering,
agriculture, health sciences, environmental sciences, information and
communication technology, artificial inteligence and digital innovation.

4. URGES African Governments to institutionalise and expand apprenticeship
programmes, internships, industry attachments and work-integrated
learning opportunities to provide learners and graduates with practical
workplace experience and improve their employability.

5. CALLS UPON African Governments to promote industrialisation, value
addition and local manufacturing as key drivers of employment creation,
skills development and economic transformation, particularly in sectors
linked to Africa’s natural resources and regional value chains.

On Preparing' African Parliaments for Cybersecurity Threats and Digital
Disinformation

1. CALLS UPON African Governments and Parliaments to strengthen and
regularly update cybersecurity and cybercrime legislation to address
emerging threats, including online fraud, ransomware, identity theft, cyber-
enabled money laundering, artificial intelligence-assisted cybercrime and
attacks on critical national infrastructure.

2. URGES African Governments to establish and strengthen comprehensive
data protection and digital governance frameworks that safeguard
personal information, promote digital trust and ensure accountability in the
collection, processing and use of data.

3. ENCOURAGES African Governments and Parliaments to invest in
cybersecurity infrastructure, including Computer Emergency Response
Teams (CERTs), digital forensic laboratories, cybercrime investigation units,
secure digital systems and capacity-building programmes for legislators,
parliamentary staff and law-enforcement agencies.



4. URGES African Governments, Parliaments, educational institutions, media
organisations and civil society to combat digital misinformation and
disinformation through digital literacy programmes, media-literacy
education, fact-checking initiatives, responsible use of artificial intelligence,
support for independent journalism and public awareness campaigns,
while safeguarding freedom of expression and democratic freedoms.

Adoption

ADOPTED by the 55" Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) Africa
Annual General Meeting held in Lilongwe, Republic of Malawi, on this 14th day of
August 2026.

MEMBERS OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

S/N NAME THLE

1. Hon. Abdul Sulaiman Marray- Conteh, MP (Sierra Chairperson
Leone)

2. | Hon. Nontembeko Nothemba Boyce (South Africa) Member

3. | Hon. Deus Gumba, MP (Malawi) Member

4. | Hon. Naome Kabasharira, MP (Uganday) Member




